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WOODSTOWN — The Woodstown-Pilesgrove Regional School District will 
put a $10 million referendum before voters this fall, seeking their approval 
for funding for its long-range facilities plan. 
 
During the past several months, members of the school board and district 
administration have held meetings and discussions while finalizing the 
plans for the needed work in the district. 

 
“It’s been very well thought out. That’s a very good thing and says a lot about the board,” 
Woodstown-Pilesgrove Regional School District Superintendent Thomas Coleman said. 
 
Members of the board voted to move ahead with a Nov. 6 referendum. Voters will decide on the 
proposal when they vote in the annual school elections which have been moved to the same day as 
the General Election. 
 
“We have to get what we need. Timing is important because we need it now, it’s a matter of 
priorities,” Coleman said. 
 
Although three referendums were defeated in the past six years, school district officials said they 
were hopeful this year. 
 
In January 2006, a $67-million facilities proposal was rejected by voters in Woodstown and 
Pilesgrove Township. In March 2009, a referendum for $26.9 million was voted down and again in 
December 2008 voters said “no” to a $27.9-million facilities plan. 
 
The current facilities plan has been developing since December 2010. According to the proposal plan, 
the exact total for the referendum is $9,958,658.Additionally, the referendum was broken down into 
the needs of the district including the high school, the middle school, and Mary S. Shoemaker 
School. 
 
High school needs, which include the renovation of a current agricultural science room and art room 
for two new science labs, was totaled at $1,412,788. 
 
Also part of the long-range facilities plan is the construction of a new all-purpose room, a cost total 
of $4,764,770, at the middle school, which will allow for separate lunches and gym classes. 
 
Additionally, adding a multi-purpose room to serve as a gym and cafeteria for the middle school in 
the future would allow schedules to free up, allowing the middle school to function independently 
without having to build a new separate school. 
 
Currently, fifth-grade students are located at Woodstown Middle School, which houses grades 5 
through 8. 
 
As part of the plan, the school district would move fifth grade to Mary S. Shoemaker School, in turn 
freeing up four classrooms for high school or middle school use. 
 
The long-range facilities plan also includes building an early childhood learning center on an East 
Lake Road property. The cost for the center totals $3,781,100. 
 
According to Coleman, the long-range facilities plan meets the curricular and infrastructure needs of 
the district at a less expensive cost. Additionally, this new plan will meet all “immediate” needs for 
the school district as opposed to the earlier referendums, according to the superintendent. 
 
Although the vote brought mixed results from the board, the motion to go to referendum passed 
with a 7 to 3 vote. 
 
Board members Debbie Duffield, Kevin Crouch, and Doug Painter voted “no” and board members 
Stan Leathers, Dan Belisario, Frank Jacobucci, Eileen Miller, George Rey, Richard Morris, and Board 
President Chapman Vail voted “yes.” 
 
“I’m optimistic moving forward. I absolutely believe that every one of us has done a good job in 
raising questions and getting the answers. The next phase begins in taking the project to the people 
and seeing what happens,” Vail said. 
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